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Walker Lake, Nevada, is a saline desert lake that has lost 150 vertical feet of water over the last
century due to agricultural diversions and thus has become saltier over that time. Many species
of fish and visiting birds depend on the productive invertebrate life in the lake as a food resource.
Our research has focused on how falling lake level and rising salinity at Walker Lake affects the
presence and abundance of lake invertebrates.
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All species survived best at salinities below current levels,
suggesting these populations are already under stress.
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